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Flat roofs are popular across Tampa, FL, especially for commercial buildings and modern-style 

homes. They offer a sleek appearance, and easy access, and are generally less expensive to 

build compared to pitched roofs. However, many property owners often ask, "What is the 

cheapest way to do a flat roof?" Whether you're a homeowner in Seminole Heights or a 

business owner in Westshore, finding an affordable flat roofing option is a priority. The good 

news is, that you have several budget-friendly options—if you choose wisely. 

https://www.rnroof.com/
https://www.rnroof.com/


In this blog, we'll break down the most cost-effective flat roofing materials, factors affecting flat 

roof costs, and insider tips to save money without sacrificing quality. We'll also sprinkle in 

some local Tampa insights to make sure you’re ready to make a smart decision. 

Why Flat Roofs Are Popular in 

Tampa 

Flat roofs work exceptionally well in Tampa’s warm, tropical climate. Since we rarely deal with 

snow loads, flat roofs can be a practical and economical choice for both roof repair services 

and new installations. 

Tampa neighborhoods like Hyde Park, Ybor City, and Carrollwood feature plenty of flat-roofed 

homes and buildings. If maintained properly, flat roofs can last decades, even with our famous 

Florida rainstorms. 

Cheapest Flat Roof Materials for 

Tampa Properties 

Here’s a look at some of the most affordable flat roofing systems commonly used by Tampa 

property owners. 

1. Modified Bitumen (Mod-Bit) Roof 

 Average cost: $4 to $7 per square foot 

 Best for: Small commercial buildings and residential flat roofs 

 Why it's affordable: It’s easy to install, has fewer labor costs, and materials are readily 

available 

 Lifespan: 10-20 years 

2. Built-Up Roofing (BUR) 

 Average cost: $3.50 to $6.50 per square foot 

https://www.rnroof.com/roof-repair


 Best for: Commercial properties 

 Why it's affordable: Made from alternating layers of asphalt and fabric, it’s one of the 

oldest and most proven flat roof systems 

 Lifespan: 15-30 years with proper maintenance 

3. EPDM Rubber Roofing 

 Average cost: $5 to $8 per square foot 

 Best for: Larger commercial flat roofs 

 Why it's affordable: It’s lightweight, easy to install, and durable against UV rays, which 

is important in Tampa’s sunny climate 

 Lifespan: 15-25 years 

Local Tip: Many Tampa property owners prefer BUR or Mod-Bit for budget-

conscious flat roof installation due to their lower upfront costs and decent 

lifespan. 

Factors Affecting Flat Roof Costs in 

Tampa 

Just like any roof repair in Tampa, FL, several factors will impact the total cost of your flat 

roofing project: 

1. Roof Size: Larger roofs naturally require more materials and labor. 

2. Roof Condition: Repairs to the existing roof structure (decking, insulation) can raise 

costs. 

3. Accessibility: Flat roofs on high-rises or hard-to-access buildings may increase labor 

costs. 

4. Permitting: Tampa building codes may require permits and inspections. You can find 

permit info on the City of Tampa's Construction Services page. 

https://www.tampa.gov/construction-services


5. Material Selection: Premium materials like PVC or TPO are more expensive upfront 

compared to BUR or Mod-Bit. 

Cheapest Isn’t Always Best – 

Balance Cost & Quality 

While it’s tempting to go for the cheapest flat roof option, it’s crucial to consider Tampa’s 

unique climate. With our humidity, heat, and hurricane season, you need a roofing system that 

can handle the elements. Sometimes spending a little more upfront saves you thousands in 

future repairs. 

For example, EPDM may cost more than BUR initially but offers superior UV resistance and 

fewer leaks long-term. 

Working with a trusted Tampa roofing contractor like Right Now Roofing Tampa ensures you 

get the right balance between affordability and durability. 

How to Save Even More on Your Flat 

Roof Project 
1. Get Multiple Estimates: Always compare at least three quotes from licensed 

contractors. 

2. Schedule Repairs During Off-Season: Tampa’s roofing busy season is during and right 

after hurricane season. Scheduling outside these months may save you money. 

3. Regular Maintenance: Preventative maintenance and minor roof repair services now 

can help you avoid expensive repairs or full roof replacement services later. 

4. Choose Local Contractors: Local Tampa roofers understand the climate and city 

regulations better, reducing the chances of costly mistakes. 

https://www.google.com/maps?cid=15843813378687498379


Why Right Now Roofing Tampa is 

Your Affordable Flat Roof Expert 

At Right Now Roofing Tampa, we specialize in cost-effective solutions for flat roofs throughout 

Hillsborough County and beyond. We’ve helped homeowners and businesses across Tampa 

neighborhoods like Palma Ceia, Davis Islands, and Brandon get reliable and budget-friendly 

roofing. 

Our team offers: 

 Free, no-obligation estimates 

 Clear, upfront pricing 

 Flexible financing options 

 Licensed and insured work 

We don’t just aim for cheap—we aim for smart, long-lasting results. 

Final Thoughts 

So, what’s the cheapest way to do a flat roof in Tampa? It depends on your building type, 

budget, and goals. Modified bitumen and built-up roofing are among the most affordable, but 

remember to factor in Tampa’s unique weather challenges. 

A professional evaluation will help you pick the most cost-effective and durable option for your 

property. 

Contact Right Now Roofing Tampa today at (813) 670-7663 or visit us online at Right Now 

Roofing Tampa for a free estimate and consultation. 

tel:8136707663
https://www.rnroof.com/tampa-fl
https://www.rnroof.com/tampa-fl
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